An acclaimed choral director, Suzi Digby became a
household name as a judge on the BBC talent show
Last Choir Standing. Fresh from performing to a
packed King’s College Chapel - as part of the city’s
Summer Music Festival - she takes time out to
tell Alice Ryan about her life, work and belief
in the profound power of music
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alking through her immaculate
garden, planted with clouds of white
cosmos, drifts of sweetly-scented lavender

and a shock of scarlet petunias, Suzi Digby
admits there's no place like home.

“There's nowhere |'d rather be,” she
smiles, settling on a wicker sofa and pulling
a cushion onto her lap. “I'm a typical
Cancerian: we love to be at home. And |
feel incredibly at home in Cambridge. | feel
like an exotic bird who's finally found her
natural habitat. | can see King's College

Chapel, the jewel in the crown of the

==2 sh choral tradition, from my window;
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Suzi. “In fact,

someone came up to me on the train
last Friday and said ‘Saturday nights just
aren’t the same without you’ which
was very sweet.

“| have to admit | was very nervous
about doing the show. I'd been working
for years and years to build up a name
as a choral director, out of the public eye,
so | was a bit wary of being flung into
the spotlight; | went from highbrow

and low profile to lowbrow and high
profile just like that.

“But it served a purpose. What |'ve always
wanted to do is get people singing, to get
the ordinary person to join a choir. Since
Last Choir Standing aired, there's been a 25
per cent rise in the number of choirs
registered in the UK; undoubtedly, the
show played a part in that. That's
something I'm very proud of.

“| know that singing transforms lives.
That's not hyperbole: I've had dozens of
letters from people saying their weekly

choir practice is what they live for. It gives
people a sense of purpose and of
achievement. It's great fun. And often it's
the centre of people’s social life: we've just
celebrated our third marriage within Voce,
my own choir.

“The great thing about a choir is that,
unlike on the sports field, nobody has to
lose for anyone else to gain; it really is a
team effort. It can't fail to bring out the
best in human nature.”

Created to her own design — a rose walk is
the most recent addition — Suzi's garden is
a real haven: on a sunny summer’s
afternoon, the only sound is the odd peal
of laughter drifting across from the river,
where groups of tourists are struggling

to master the art of punting. Although
she's travelled the world and lived in all
manner of far-flung places — take the
Philippines, or Hong Kong - it's not hard
to see why the 52-year-old loves her
Cambridge home so much. >
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